
 
 

8           We Believe in the Resurrection     -     EPAD LTA Intro. To Theology  - 101  2017 

 

P
ag

e1
 

8 

 

We Believe in the Resurrection1 
 

 

"I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me  

shall never die.”  

- Jesus 

Introduction 

There is life beyond physical death for everyone. 

While the scientific world still debates this issue, God made 

it clear through his word that the life we know now is not 

the beginning and the end, but only the beginning.  Some 

years ago Dr. Maurice Rawlings published a story of 

something that happened while he attempted to resuscitate 

a man experiencing cardiac arrest. As a specialist in 

Internal Medicine and Cardiovascular Disease he 

resuscitated many people who had been clinically dead.  He 

was also a devout atheist and “considered all religions 

hocus pocus” and death “nothing more than a painless 

extinction.”  But what happened in 1977 brought a dramatic 

change in the lives of Dr.  Rawlings and his patient Charles 

McKaig, a 48 year old mail carrier. Rawlings recounts the 

experience which resulted in both becoming followers of 

Jesus: 
 

We took him to the office; put him on the tread mill, until 

 he got his chest pain again.  He was attached to an EKG 

 which went haywire. Before we could stop the machine, he 

 dropped dead.
2
 

                                                             
1
There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the former,  a 

resurrection unto life;  for the latter, a resurrection unto judgment. See Item # 10 in the 
C&MA Statement of Faith. 

 

2 Note: There are enumerable NDE (acronym for Near Death Experience) 

accounts available published in books and on the internet.  Here is one from a  credible 
source.  
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The nurse started an IV and I started an external heart 

massage.  But whenever I would reach for instruments or 

otherwise interrupt compression of his chest, the patient 

would lose consciousness, and die once more. Each time he 

regained heartbeat and respiration, the patient screamed, "I 

am in hell!"  He was terrified, pleading with me to help him.  

   I noticed a genuinely alarmed look on his face!    He 

had a terrified look worse than the expression sometimes 

seen in death!  This patient had a grotesque grimace 

expressing Sheer Horror!   

  Then he said, 'Don’t you understand?'  I am in 

Hell...Don’t let me go back to Hell!'  Rawlings said to him, 

“keep your hell to yourself, I’m a doctor and I’m trying to 

save your life, you need a minister for that.” As I was 

giving CPR, I was trying to install a pacemaker with the 

other hand.  But I realized the man was serious, and it 

finally occurred to me that he was indeed in trouble.  He 

was in a panic like I had never seen before!   

Soon a nurse named Pam said, “He needs help, do 

something!” At that time, Dr. Rawlings told him to repeat 

this short prayer. “I believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  

Jesus, save my soul.  Keep me alive.  If I die, I want to go 

to heaven. If I live, I'll be on the hook forever.” 

  After that, the patient later related that the other fading 

out experiences were very pleasant.  He saw his stepmother, 

and his mother.  His mom passed away when he was about 

5 months old.  He never saw a photograph of her.  His step-

mother had passed away about 10 years before this time.  

  After that, he remembered walking down a lane that 

had colors on both sides, brilliant colors.  He had a little 

experience in art, but said that nobody, not even Rembrandt 

could reproduce those colors, they were so bright.  There 

was this light that surrounded him, he thought it to be the 

Holy Spirit.  It surrounded him and took care of him. He 

said he never felt so good and so safe in his whole life.
3
  

                                                             
3 Compilation, paraphrase and excerpts from Maurice Rawlings, Beyond Death's 

Door, Thomas Nelson, 1978.  and same story as reported by the mailman-patient at 
italics mine - website: 
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The point of this story is that we have a person who 

apparently briefly experienced the afterlife, both hell and 

then heaven.  We have had many stories of people who 

temporarily died and had pleasant experiences.  Yet, few 

have told of an experience such as this.  Further, even a 

simple  calling to Jesus for help brought a change in this 

person’s circumstance. And as Rawlings stated in his book 

that if there is such a potential outcome for people without 

Jesus then all need to be alerted to this fact and pointed to 

Christ.
4
   Of course Jesus already told us that in Matthew 

28:18-20 among other places. 
 

In another book, Maurice Rawlings also mentions 

unexplainable evidence of  “how  blind   individuals   with   

NDEs
5
 report visual reconstructions of clothing colors, 

types of jewelry, and other visual details occurring  in the 

room;   how victims visualize events and people located in 

other rooms and how they see loved ones in another world, 

with no prior knowledge of their deaths.  If an NDE were 

merely a dream, as some claim, the above would not be 

possible.”
6
   

It is interesting to note that the NDE of contemporary 

interest may not be without biblical precedent. Consider 

this record given by Paul.   "I know a man in Christ who 

fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—

                                                                                                                         
http://www.divinerevelations.info/documents/rawlings/dr_rawlings_near_death_experien
ces.htm 

4 Evangelical authors and professors of theology Gary R. Habermas and J.P. 

Moreland, in their  book,  Beyond Death, also document several cases of people who 
had  out of body experiences at which time they became aware of things and events 
that they otherwise could not have known.  These incidents are significant because they 
remind us that what God has told us all along in his word is indeed fact.  We are not 
merely physical material beings, but we are dual in nature we are body and spirit. 

5 NDE is an acronym for Near Death Experience. 
6 Maurice S. Rawlings, M.D., To Hell and Back.  Nashville: Thomas Nelson 

Publishers, ©1993, p. 94. 
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whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God 

knows. And I know that this man was caught up into 

paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not 

know, God knows—and he heard things that cannot be 

told, which man may not utter."
7
    (2 Corinthians 12:2-4 ESV) 

So, it seems science is catching up with what God in 

his word already told us. We are more than material beings
8
 

and this life is not the end but rather a prelude to a life 

beyond the grave. The Bible teaches that “There shall be a 

bodily resurrection of the just and of the unjust; for the 

former, a resurrection unto life; for the latter, a resurrection 

unto judgment.
9
” In this paper we are addressing the fact 

that there is life after death and because of the Resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, resurrection to bodily life in the presence of 

God is available to all who believe. 
 

The Old Testament on Bodily Resurrection 

 The concept of life after death and bodily resurrection 

was not original to the New Testament. Job, who probably 

lived around the time of Abraham, had this to say: “For I 

know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will stand 

upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 

yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for 

myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.”  (Job 

19:25-27 ESV)   
Clearly, Job did not have only a spiritual life with 

Christ in mind, but he speaks of his experiencing God 

physically in his flesh and his physical eyes seeing God.  

Thus he affirms the living reality of Jesus his Redeemer 

                                                             
7 Of course this passage says nothing of the subject’s death.  Nevertheless, this 

individual (presumably Paul himself) is apparently given a glimpse into what is beyond 
this life, our subject at hand.   

8 Also of note many scientists who study the brain and the mind are also coming 

to the conclusion, (some with reluctance) that brain and mind are not one and the same. 
Man is not only material, he is also spiritual.  

9 Item # 10 in the C&MA Statement of Faith. 
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God and the reality of life in the flesh (resurrection) after 

death.   

 Since the time of Adam and Eve when death became a 

common experience of human kind it has been the ultimate 

cause of sorrow. Death is spiritual separation from God.
10

  

It is having our relationship with God cut off.  Humanity 

has no remedy for this situation. But God gave this hope 

through Isaiah: "He will swallow up death forever; and the 

Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the 

reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

for the Lord has spoken." (Isaiah 25:8 ESV)  And again Isaiah 

says in the next chapter: “Your dead shall live; their bodies 

shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for 

joy!  For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give 

birth to the dead.”   (Isaiah 26:19 ESV) 
 

Through Ezekiel we are told: "Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open 

your graves and raise you from your graves…"  (Ezekiel 

37:12a  ESV) 
 

The resurrection of the dead is indicated through 

Daniel: “But at that time your people shall be delivered, 

everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 

And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and 

everlasting contempt. And those who are wise shall shine 

like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn 

many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.”  
(Daniel 12:2-3 ESV) 

 

The Dead were Revived 

 There are several accounts in the Bible of the dead 

being revived.  It is important to understand that when 

                                                             
10 Physical death: (separation of body and soul): Eccl 12:7; Gen 25:17; Jas 2:26 

See Hodge's Outlines of Theology  in Pulpit  Commentary 
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people are resurrected, they are raised to everlasting life 

and will be given a new body. But when they are revived 

they are brought back to life in their former physical fallen 

earthly state. The purpose of these accounts is to illustrate 

that God has power over death and the grave. The revival 

accounts include Elisha raising the Shunammite's son, (2 

Kings 4:18-36); Jesus raising both Jarius’ daughter (Matthew 

9:18-26); and raising the widow’s son (Luke 7:11-15). 

Each of these individuals were revived to earthly life after 

having died a physical death. 
 

The New Testament on Bodily Resurrection  

Jesus raised people from death for two reasons, out of 

compassion, and to reveal his identity as the one who has 

power over death.   

Jesus raised Lazarus  

After Lazarus had been dead and in the tomb four 

days
11

 Jesus raised him.  Here, Jesus specifically says that it 

is to reveal to those present that he is Divine; therefore he 

has power over death. 
 

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the 

stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

“Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been 

dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if 

you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they 

took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that 

you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 

standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 

When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man who had died came 

out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face 

                                                             
11 Emphasizing that Lazarus was well beyond any mere resuscitation. Jesus is 

saying through this event, “Believe in me concerning your own imminent demise. 
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wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and 

let him go.”   (John 11:38-44 ESV)  
 

Peter Raised Tabitha (Dorcas) 

The power that Jesus demonstrated during his time 

among us is echoed through the apostles.  God wanted us to 

know that there is deliverance from death through the 

Gospel. This event says, “Listen to this message,” as the 

Holy Spirit working through Peter raises Tabitha back to 

life: “Now there was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, 

which, translated, means Dorcas... In those days she 

became ill and died… the disciples, hearing that Peter was 

there, sent two men to him, urging him, ‘Please come to us 

without delay.’ So Peter rose and went with them. And 

when he arrived, they took him to the upper room…Peter 

put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and 

turning to the body he said, ‘Tabitha, arise.’ And she 

opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And 

he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then, calling the 

saints and widows, he presented her alive.” (Acts 9:36-41 

ESV) 
All of these events are meant to show us that God has 

power not only over our physical death but also over 

spiritual death.  In the New Testament this power becomes 

focused in Christ and the Gospel through which all 

believers of all time have the promise of deliverance from 

spiritual separation from God and resurrection to bodily 

presence with God.  

 
Christ’s bodily resurrection  

The strongest evidence for our resurrection is Christ’s 

bodily resurrection.  Beyond this Jesus clearly told us that 

there is life after death.  When the Sadducees who did not 

believe in life after death came to trick him with a question 

Jesus gave this response: 
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“The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, but 

those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to 

the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given 

in marriage, for they cannot die anymore, because they are 

equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the 

resurrection. But that the dead are raised, even Moses 

showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls the 

Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God 

of Jacob. Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, 

for all live to him.” (Luke 20:34-39 ESV) 
 

Jesus spoke his authority over death and the fact that 

all who have lived have a destiny beyond this life.  
 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now 

here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and 

those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in himself, so 

he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has 

given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son 

of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all 

who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those 

who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who 

have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.  (John 5:25-29 

ESV) 
 

The witness to the reality of life after death continued 

through the apostle Paul: 
 

“He will render to each one according to his works: to those 

who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and 

immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-

seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 

there will be wrath and fury. There will be tribulation and 

distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and 

also the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who 

does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no 

partiality.”   (Romans 2:6-11 ESV)
12

 

                                                             
12 1.“Because his resurrection seals and consummates his 

redemptive power; and the redemption of our persons involves the 
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To the Thessalonians Paul again indicated life beyond 

the grave and the prognosis for the individual based upon 

their relationship with Jesus: 
 

“This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that 

you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 

you are also suffering—since indeed God considers it just to 

repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to 

you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is 

revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 

inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 

those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will 

suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 

presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he 

comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvel-

ed at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you 

was believed.”  (2 Thessalonians 1:5-10 ESV) 
 

Perhaps the most succinct statement through Paul 

about the resurrection is found in the first letter to the 

Corinthians.  In this passage Paul first points to the reality 

of Christ’s resurrection.  He indicates that at the time of the 

writing of this epistle, many witnesses were still available 

to verify his words.  He is essentially saying, “If you don’t 

believe me? Then go ask them.” 
   

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 

received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he 

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to 

more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom 

are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. (1 Corinthians 

15:3-6 ESV) 
 

                                                                                                                         
redemption of our bodies (Rom. 8:23). ).” Hodge's Outlines of 
Theology. https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tpc/1-corinthians-
15.html 
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Paul then continues by indicating the significance of 

Jesus’ resurrection for the believer and all humanity. 
 

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how 

can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the 

dead?  But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been 

raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in 

vain.  (1 Corinthians 15:12-13 ESV) 
 

Yet, because Christ is raised we have cause for great 

hope, since Christ’s resurrection is evidence of what is 

ahead for us as well. 
 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man 

came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 

dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be 

made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, 

then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  
(1 Corinthians 15:20-23 ESV) 

 

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is 

perishable; what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 

dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 

raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a 

spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 

spiritual body.  (1 Corinthians 15:42-44 ESV)
13

 
 

Paul presents these as something that should be 

recognized as obvious to anyone.  We see this in nature all 

the time. Seeds are placed in the ground and they die, yet 

out of their dying comes life. 
 

Our Destiny  

                                                             
13

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/tpc/1-corinthians-15.html  
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The Bible teaches that all will continue to live after 

this life on earth is complete.  The only question is the 

nature of that afterlife. There are two possibilities: 
 

 

Resurrection to Life with Christ 

In 1 Corinthians 15:5-56, all who are in Christ are 

promised that they will be raised to incorruptible bodies. 

That means we shall receive a glorified body like that of 

Jesus Christ.  We will no longer be subject to death or the 

infirmities that we have known in these perishing bodies.    
 

…in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 

be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 
53

For 

this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 

this mortal body must put on immortality. 
54

When the 

perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 

puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying 

that is written: 
 

 
55

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

 “O death, where is your victory? 

  O death, where is your sting?” 
  
56

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Corinthians 15:52-57 ESV) 
 

All who are in Christ look forward to a heavenly home 

where we have an everlasting citizenship just as the Lord 

promised through the apostle Paul.  Here too, we are told 

that our physical body will be transformed:  “But our 

citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be 
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like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even 

to subject all things to himself.”  (Philippians 3:20-21 ESV)
14

 
 

We will be immortal for we will no longer be subject 

to death.  We will no longer need to mourn or cry.  The 

aches and pains we know in our physical bodies will be a 

thing of the past.  “He will wipe away every tear from their 

eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former 

things have passed away.”  (Revelation 21:4 ESV) 

This and much more is what we have to look forward to if 

we have put our trust in Jesus Christ as savor and Lord.    

Such is not the case for those who have not responded 

to the call of the Spirit of God and have thus rejected him 

as Lord and Savior. 
 

 

 

Judgement and Separation from Christ 

 For those who have rejected the great salvation God 

has made available through our Lord Jesus Christ judgment 

awaits.  Jesus affirmed the reality of judgement in the 

parable of the rich man and Lazarus; 
 

“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine 

linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his 

gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with 

sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich 

man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his 

sores.  The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 

Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, and 

in Hades
15

, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 

                                                             
14 Because Christ by covenant is Lord both of the living and the dead (Rom. 

14:9). This same federal and vital union of the Christian with Christ likewise causes the 
resurrection of the believer to be similar to as well as consequent upon that of Christ (1 
Cor. 15:49; Phil. 3:21; 1 John 3:2).” Hodge's Outlines of Theology. 

15 Hell is described as the second (spiritual) death: Rev 20:14-15 The wicked will 
be separated from God a second time for eternity in hell. 
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Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, 

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 

dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I 

am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, 

remember that you in your lifetime received your good 

things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is 

comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all 

this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in 

order that those who would pass from here to you may not 

be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ And he said, 

‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house—

for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest 

they also come into this place of torment.’ But Abraham 

said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear 

them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone 

goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to 

him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither 

will they be convinced if someone should rise from the 

dead.’”  (Luke 16:22-31 ESV) 
 

 Several other passages previously quoted in this 

paper
16

 indicate that God through the Bible teaches the 

reality of the second death which is spiritual separation 

from God in Hell or Hades.  God has given his very own 

Son that if anyone would simply confess his need and trust 

in him they can live.  But, “how shall we escape if we 

neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by 

the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard,” 

(Hebrews 2:3 ESV). The answer to this question is that we 

will not escape without Christ, but we will be judged 

according to our works and not on the basis of the blood 

atonement of Jesus the Messiah. 
 

Conclusion 

 The Bible clearly teaches that there is life after this 

life.  Life with God in heaven is available to those who 

                                                             
16 (Daniel 12:2-3; John 5:25-29; Romans 2:6-16; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10) 
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have received Jesus as Lord and Savior.  May all of this 

encourage us to draw near to Him and share the message of 

hope with those who are perishing without Him wherever 

and whenever possible. 

 
 

 

 

These materials were created and compiled by Rev. Bruce A. Overstreet, 
D.Min., for training in the C&MA Statement of Faith. 

 


